
HANTAVIRUS
Two syndromes, one zoonotic threat
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Oligoryzomys longicaudatus Apodemus agrarius
The rice field mouse is a major

reservoir for the Hantaan and Seoul
viruses, which cause haemorrhagic
fever with renal syndrome (HFRS) in

China and Korea.

The long-tailed pygmy rice rat is the
main reservoir of the Andes
genotype, responsible for most
cases of hantavirus pulmonary
syndrome (HPS) in the region.
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A family of viruses found in the
Americas, Europe and Asia, mainly
transmitted by rodents (mice, rats
and voles) through their urine,
droppings and saliva.

People are usually infected by
breathing in air contaminated
with dried particles from the
urine, saliva or droppings of
infected rodents.

There is no specific
treatment or vaccine.
Treatment is supportive: rest,
hydration and management
of symptoms.
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For example: sealing holes in homes, using rodent traps, storing food in rodent-proof
containers, and using disinfectant when cleaning contaminated areas.

Prevention is key

SOURCES: (1) Vial P, Ferrés M, Vial C, et al. Hantavirus in humans: a review of clinical aspects and management.
Lancet Infect Dis. 2023;23:e371-e382. (2) Raj U, Gupta S, Rai S, Ghosh R. A comprehensive review on the
hantavirus epidemiology and potential therapeutic prospects. Int J Pharm Phytopharmacol Res. 2021;11(2):1-12.
ILLUSTRATIONS: animalia.bio.   PUBLICATION DATE: 07/05/2026

Choclo Virus

Araraquara Virus

AndesVirus

Laguna Negra Virus

Sin Nombre Virus (SNV)

Juquitiba Virus

Puumala Virus 
Dobrava Virus

Puumala Virus 
Dobrava Virus 
Amur Virus 

Hantaan Virus 
Seoul Virus

Incubation
(asymptomatic phase)

UP TO
45 DAYS

UP TO
45 DAYS

Incubation
(asymptomatic phase)

(*) Variable according to the causative virus.
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