
7REASONS
WHY EUROPE NEEDS TO TACKLE 

CHAGAS DISEASE 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.ISGLOBAL.ORG 

Source: Source: WHO, CDC, DNDi.

GLOBAL HEALTH PROBLEM
DUE TO INCREASED MIGRATION & POPULATION MOBILITY.

Endemic Areas
8 - 10 million

Europe
68,000 - 122,000

Japan
>3,000

Australia
>1,500

North America
300,000 - 500,000

ESTIMATED CASES OF 
CHAGAS DISEASE 

CHAGAS DISEASE IS NOW A 

EVEN THOUGH THE INSECT THAT SPREADS CHAGAS DOES NOT EXIST IN EUROPE, 
THERE ARE OTHER WAYS IN WHICH THE DISEASE 
CAN BE TRANSMITTED.

ONLY 6 EUROPEAN COUNTRIES HAVE IMPLEMENTED 
GOVERNMENT PROGRAMMES TO PREVENT 
THE TRANSMISSION OF CHAGAS DISEASE THROUGH 
BLOOD TRANSFUSIONS.

ONLY A FEW REGIONS HAVE IMPLEMENTED GOVERNMENT 
PROGRAMMES TO PREVENT MOTHER-TO-CHILD 
TRANSMISSION OF CHAGAS DISEASE.

BOTH THE EU DIRECTIVE AND NATIONAL REGULATIONS ON 
ORGAN DONATION AND TRANSPLANTATION NEED TO INCLUDE 

SPECIFIC MEASURES (I.E. SCREENING) 
TO PREVENT TRANSMISSION OF CHAGAS DISEASE. 

Blood transfusion
(from an infected donor)

Congenital
(from an infected 

mother to her newborn)

Organ transplant
(from an infected donor)

 

 
 

COUNTRIES WITH 
CHAGAS CONTROL 
MEASURES IN THEIR 
BLOOD DONATION 
PROGRAMMES.

Source: Requena-Méndez A. et al. Health policies to control Chagas disease 
transmission in European countries: a 2013 update.

Source: Requena-Méndez A. et al. Health policies to control Chagas disease 
transmission in European countries: a 2013 update. 

REGIONS WITH SPECIFIC GUIDELINES TO 
PREVENT CONGENITAL TRANSMISSION OF 
CHAGAS DISEASE.

WARNING!

CHAGAS
DETECTED

68,000 TO 122,000 PEOPLE ARE
INFECTED WITH CHAGAS DISEASE IN EUROPE, 

       ONLY 5% 

Source: Basile L, Jansa JM, Carlier Y, Salamanca DD, Angheben A, Bartoloni A, et al. Chagas disease in European countries: the challenge of a surveillance system. Euro Surveill. 2011;16(37).

EUROPEAN HEALTH POLICY HAS TO ADDRESS THE
TRANSMISSION OF CHAGAS DISEASE. TACKLING EFFECTIVELY 
THIS PUBLIC HEALTH CONCERN DEMANDS 

CLEAR LEGISLATION 
WITH SPECIFIC PROVISIONS.

EVALUATION OF POLICIES 
AND PROGRAMMES

EU DIRECTIVE

NATIONAL LAWS HEALTH POLICIES

AN ESTIMATED 

YET HAVE BEEN DIAGNOSED.


