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9/11/2012

John J Aponte. Centre de Recerca en Salut 

Internacional de Barcelona (CRESIB, Hospital Clínic 

- Universitat de Barcelona), Barcelona (Spain). 

A phase 3 RTS,S/AS01 Malaria Vaccine trial in 

African Infants

21/11/2012 

Papa Dramé. Institut de Recherche pour le 

Développement (IRD), UMR-MIVEGEC, Montpellier 

(France). 

Development of a new serological biomarker 

of Anopheles mosquito bites and pertinent 

applications

22/11/2012 

Jeroen Ensink. London School of Hygiene and 

Tropical Medicine (LSHTM), London (United 

Kingdom). 

Untreated wastewater use in agriculture in 

Pakistan, how to balance risks and benefits

28/11/2012

Pedro Alonso. Centre de Recerca en Salut 

Internacional de Barcelona (CRESIB, Hospital Clínic 

- Universitat de Barcelona), Barcelona (Spain). 

Reto Experimental de Malaria

03/12/2012 

Chetan Chitnis. International Centre for Genetic 

Engineering and Biotechnology (ICGEB), New Delhi 

(India). 

Key signaling events and molecular interactions 

during red cell invasion by malaria parasites

12/12/12 

Gemma Moncunill. Centre de Recerca en Salut 

Internacional de Barcelona (CRESIB, Hospital Clínic 

- Universitat de Barcelona), Barcelona (Spain). 

Acquisition and maintenance of immunity to 

malaria in travelers and immigrants with a 

malaria episode

19/12/2012

Julià Blanco. IGTP/IRSICAIXA Hospital Germans 

Trias i Pujol, Badalona (Spain). 

Chronic immune activation, causes and 

pathogenic mechanisms in HIV infection
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VIII Workshop on 
imported Chagas 
disease at Casa del 
Mar in Barcelona.
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CRESIB in  
the News

CRESIB Scientists Make Key 
Breakthrough that Could Lead 
to the Eradication of a Neglected 
Disease: Yaws  

The Lancet magazine published in January the results of a clinical trial conduct-

ed by researchers from the Barcelona Centre for International Health Research 

(CRESIB) that demonstrated the efficacy of an oral antibiotic for the treatment 

of yaws. This is the first study to show that yaws—treated to date with penicil-

lin injections—can be efficaciously treated with a single dose of azithromycin. 

The use of an oral treatment could pave for the way for the eradication of the 

disease, making yaws the second infectious disease to be wiped off the planet. 

The clinical trial was conducted at the Lihir Medical Centre under the direction 

of Oriol Mitjà, a specialist in infectious diseases and first author of the study, and 

Quique Bassat, a paediatrician specialised in tropical medicine and international 

health, and senior author. Upon learning the study results, the WHO convened a 

technical meeting at which it officially recommended azithromycin for the treat-

ment of yaws. 
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RTS,S Malaria Vaccine Candidate 
Shows Moderate Efficacy in 
Infants

In 2011, the results of a Phase III clinical trial of the RTS,S vaccine candidate in 

children aged 5 to 17 months showed that three doses of RTS,S reduced the risk 

of clinical malaria by 56% and of severe malaria by 47%. New results following 

the vaccination of infants aged 6 to 12 weeks show the vaccine to be moderately 

effective, producing a 31% reduction in the risk of malaria in this population. 

These findings were published online in the New England Journal of Medicine 

(NEJM) and announced at the International African Vaccinology Conference 

(VACFA) in South Africa.

The Phase III clinical trial of RTS,S began in May 2009 and is scheduled to end 

in 2014 with the publication of final data on the overall result. Those findings 

will provide additional information on the duration of the vaccine’s efficacy at 

the different trial sites, and on the factors that may influence the difference in 

efficacy between older and younger infants. 
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In addition, the Social Council of the University of 

Barcelona named Dr. John Jairo Aponte winner 

of 2012 Ramón Margalef Award for an article on 

intermittent preventive treatment in infants (IPTi) 

published in The Lancet. The article, entitled “Ef-

ficacy and safety of intermittent preventive treat-

ment with sulfadoxine-pyrimethamine for malaria in 

African infants: a pooled analysis of six randomised, 

placebo-controlled trials”, is based on the research 

conducted by Dr. Aponte during his doctoral studies.  

Last but not least, the Spanish Epidemiology 

Society awarded the “Enrique Najera” award for a 

young epidemiologist to CRESIB researcher Dr. Al-

berto García-Basteiro for his protocol “Infant mor-

tality and morbidity associated with prematurity 

and intrauterine growth retardation in Mozambique: 

a retrospective cohort study”.

A Year Full of 
Awards for CRESIB 
Researchers 

2012 has been a year full of awards and recogni-

tions for CRESIB researchers. In September, the 

Catalan Generalitat awarded a Josep Trueta Medal 

for Healthcare to Professor Pedro Alonso in rec-

ognition of his outstanding contribution to medical 

advances and the improvement of global health. 

The Government highlighted his role in the estab-

lishment of three institutions currently working to 

combat poverty and neglected diseases: ISGlobal, 

its research centre, CRESIB, and the Manhiça Health 

Research Centre (CISM) in Mozambique.

That same month, Dr. Núria Casamitjana Badia, 

Training & Education Director at ISGlobal and 

CRESIB and professor at the Department of Phar-

macology and Medicinal Chemistry at the Univer-

sity of Barcelona Faculty of Pharmacy, was elected 

as a fellow of the Royal Academy of Pharmacy of 

Catalonia. 

During the last trimester of 2012, several 

CRESIB researchers were recognised with dif-

ferent awards. Dr. Quique Bassat, a paediatrician 

specialised in tropical medicine and epidemiology, 

was named one of the ten outstanding young 

persons of the world in 2012 by Junior Chamber 

International (JCI) in the category of medical in-

novation for his “extraordinary work in paediatrics 

and medical research in developing countries.” 
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Women scientists 
working to prevent 
women’s deaths in 
Africa

YO DONA magazine, distributed by two main 

Spanish newspapers: El Mundo and El Periódico de 

Cataluña, travelled to Manhiça, Mozambique, to see 

firsthand the work that professor Clara Menéndez 

and her team are conducting in maternal, infant and 

reproductive health in Africa.

The article published highlighted the important role 

that women scientists play in saving   the lives of 

pregnant women in Africa. The article focused on 

the MIPPAD project (Malaria in Pregnancy Preven-

tion Alternative Drugs) that started in 2007 and 

aims to develop new anti-malarial drugs in preg-

nancy prevention, promote European and African 

research collaboration and strengthen the research 

capacity of African institutions.
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This list of publications includes papers 

from researchers who are affiliated with 

CRESIB since January 2010 and who 

belong to CRESIB´s trustee institutions, 

regardless of the affiliation indicated by 

the authors of the paper.
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Antimicrobial Agents and Chemotherapy 
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Director

Marga Sala (until October)

Gonzalo Vicente (from November)

Projects

Elena Esteban

Head of Unit

Carles Alemany

Management Technician, CISM, Mozambique

Carole Amroune

Management Technician - Desk Officer

Pascal Andignac

Head of Department - Morocco

Pau Balcells

Management Technician - Desk Officer, 

CISM, Mozambique

Pau Carreras

Management Technician - Desk Officer 

Marina Espriu

Budget Coordinator – CISM, Mozambique

Anne Sophie Gresle

Management Technician - Desk Officer

Meritxell Graupera

Documentalist

Eva López

Scientific Support Technician – Morocco

Samantha Mardell

Management Technician - Desk Officer

Anna Massaneda

Management Technician- Pre-Award

Esther Muro

Project Management Technician

Sira Rodrigo

Project Management Technician

Anna Rosés

Project Management Technician

Noelia Sánchez

Project Management Technician

Mònica Solanes

Project Management Technician

Administration

Alicia Llamas

Head of Unit

Accounting

Solenne Garnier

Controller

Carla Garrido

Management Technician - Accountancy

Raquel German

Interim Management Technician -

Accountancy

Esther Roset 

Management Technician – Accountancy

Jordi Vilalta

Management Technician – Accountancy

Human Resources

Francesc Guil

Management technician - Human 

Resources

Maria José Merino

Management technician – Human 

Resources 

Jordi Pitarch

Interim Management Technician - Human 

Resources

Secretariat and Purchasing

Fernando Andres

Administrative Assistant

Esperanza Marín 

Personal Assistant and Purchasing

María Mengibar

Purchasing and Supplies

Photo 
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Funding 
Organisations

•	 Agència Catalana de Cooperació al 

Desenvolupament (ACCD), Barcelona (Spain)

•	 Agència de Cooperació Internacional de les 

Illes Balears (ACIB), Palma de Mallorca (Spain)

•	 Agencia Española de Cooperación 

Internacional para el Desarrollo (AECID), 

Madrid (Spain)

•	 Agència de Gestió d´Ajuts Universitaris i 

Recerca (AGAUR), Barcelona (Spain)

•	 Ajuntament de Barcelona, Barcelona (Spain)

•	 AstraZeneca, Washington DC (USA)

•	 Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, Seattle (USA)

•	 Cellex Foundation, Barcelona (Spain)

•	 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC), Atlanta (USA)

•	 CEPHEID, Sunnyvale (USA)

•	D rugs for Neglected Disease initiative (DNDi), 

Geneva (Switzerland)

•	 Education, Audiovisual and Culture Executive 

Agency (EACEA), Brussels (European Union)

•	 European & Developing Countries Clinical Trial 

Partnership (EDCTP), The Hague (European 

Union)

•	 European Society of Clinical Microbiology 

and Infectious Diseases (ESCMID), Basel 

(Switzerland)

•	 Fundación Caja Navarra, Barcelona (Spain)

•	 Fundación Mundo Sano, Madrid (Spain)

•	 Fundación Ramón Areces, Madrid (Spain)

•	G laxoSmithKline Biologicals (GSK Bio), 

Rixensart (Belgium)

•	 IMS Health, SA, Barcelona (Spain)

•	 Innovative Medicines Initiative (IMI), Brussells 

(European Union)

•	 Institució dels Centres de Recerca de 

Catalunya (iCERCA), Barcelona, Spain

•	 Instituto de Salud Carlos III (ISCIII), (Spain) 

with co-funding from European Regional 

Development Fund (ERDF), (European Union)

•	 International Society of Travel Medicine 

(ISTM), Decatur (USA)

•	 Johnson & Johnson, SA, Madrid (Spain) 

•	 “la Caixa” Foundation, Barcelona (Spain)

•	 Laboratorios LETI, Barcelona (Spain)

•	M alaria in Pregnancy Consortium (MiPc), 

Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine (LSTM), 

Liverpool (United Kingdom)

•	M edicines for Malaria Venture (MMV), Geneva 

(Switzerland)

•	M erck Sharp & Dohme de España, SA, 

Barcelona (Spain)

•	M inisterio de Economia y Competitividad 

(MINECO), Madrid (Spain)

•	M inisterio de Educación, Cultura y Deporte, 

Madrid (Spain)

•	O pen Lab Foundation, Tres Cantos Madrid 

(Spain)

•	O peron, SA, Cuarte de Huelva (Spain)

•	 Program for Appropriate Technology in Health 

(PATH), Bethesda (USA)

•	 Program for Appropriate Technology in Health 

(PATH) & Malaria Vaccine Initiative (MVI), 

Bethesda (USA)

•	 REGISTRAT-MAPI, Lyon (France)

•	 Sociedad Española de Medicina Tropical y 

Salud Internacional (SEMTSI), Madrid (Spain)

•	 Stichting Pathologie, Onderzoek en 

Ontwikkeling (SPOO), Bunnik (The Netherlands)

•	 The Hib Initiative, John Hopkins University, 

Baltimore (USA)

•	 The 7th Framework Programme (FP7), DG 

Research, Brussels (European Union)

•	U BS Optimus Foundation, Zurich (Switzerland)

•	W orld Health Organization (WHO), , Geneva 

(Switzerland)

Fund    i ng   O rgan    i s a t i on  s
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