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CRESIB in
the News

CRESIB SCIENTISTS MAKE KEY
BREAKTHROUGH THAT COULD LEAD

TO THE ERADICATION OF A NEGLECTED
DISEASE: YAWS
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The Lancet magazine published in January the results of a clinical trial conduct-
ed by researchers from the Barcelona Centre for International Health Research
(CRESIB) that demonstrated the efficacy of an oral antibiotic for the treatment
of yaws. This is the first study to show that yaws—treated to date with penicil-

lin injections—can be efficaciously treated with a single dose of azithromycin.
The use of an oral treatment could pave for the way for the eradication of the
disease, making yaws the second infectious disease to be wiped off the planet.

The clinical trial was conducted at the Lihir Medical Centre under the direction

of Oriol Mitja, a specialist in infectious diseases and first author of the study, and

Quique Bassat, a paediatrician specialised in tropical medicine and international
health, and senior author. Upon learning the study results, the WHO convened a

technical meeting at which it officially recommended azithromycin for the treat-
ment of yaws.
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RTS,S MALARIA VACCINE CANDIDATE
SHOWS MODERATE EFFICACY IN
INFANTS

In 2011, the results of a Phase Ill clinical trial of the RTS,S vaccine candidate in
children aged 5 to 17 months showed that three doses of RTS,S reduced the risk
of clinical malaria by 56% and of severe malaria by 47%. New results following
the vaccination of infants aged 6 to 12 weeks show the vaccine to be moderately
effective, producing a 31% reduction in the risk of malaria in this population.
These findings were published online in the New England Journal of Medicine
(NEJM) and announced at the International African Vaccinology Conference
(VACFA) in South Africa.

The Phase lll clinical trial of RTS,S began in May 2009 and is scheduled to end
in 2014 with the publication of final data on the overall result. Those findings
will provide additional information on the duration of the vaccine's efficacy at
the different trial sites, and on the factors that may influence the difference in
efficacy between older and younger infants.
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Revés para la vacuna contra la malaria

La inmunizacion solo protege al 31% de los bebés de menos de 12 semanas, segtin un
estudio hecho en Africa @ Los patrocinadores no tiran la toalla y siguen con el ensayo
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El sistema
inmunitario

de la madre puede
alterar la eficacia

El remedio
es clave para evitar
las resistencias

a los tratamientos

Malas noticias para la vacuna mas
prometedora contra la malaria

ELE=MUNDO

SALUD PARA EL DESARROLLO
Un estudio muestra que la eficacia de la vacuna ensayada por el espafiol Pedro
Alonso es s6lo del 30% cuando se pone en los primeros cuatro meses de vida

Golpe a la lucha antimalaria
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A YEAR FULL OF
AWARDS FOR CRESIB
RESEARCHERS

2012 has been a year full of awards and recogni-
tions for CRESIB researchers. In September, the
Catalan Generalitat awarded a Josep Trueta Medal
for Healthcare to Professor Pedro Alonso in rec-
ognition of his outstanding contribution to medical
advances and the improvement of global health.
The Government highlighted his role in the estab-
lishment of three institutions currently working to
combat poverty and neglected diseases: ISGlobal,
its research centre, CRESIB, and the Manhica Health
Research Centre (CISM) in Mozambique.

That same month, Dr. Nudria Casamitjana Badia,
Training & Education Director at ISGlobal and
CRESIB and professor at the Department of Phar-
macology and Medicinal Chemistry at the Univer-
sity of Barcelona Faculty of Pharmacy, was elected
as a fellow of the Royal Academy of Pharmacy of
Catalonia.

During the last trimester of 2012, several
CRESIB researchers were recognised with dif-
ferent awards. Dr. Quique Bassat, a paediatrician
specialised in tropical medicine and epidemiology,
was named one of the ten outstanding young
persons of the world in 2012 by Junior Chamber
International (JCI) in the category of medical in-
novation for his “extraordinary work in paediatrics
and medical research in developing countries.”

CRESIB

NEWS

In addition, the Social Council of the University of
Barcelona named Dr. John Jairo Aponte winner

of 2012 Ramén Margalef Award for an article on
intermittent preventive treatment in infants (IPTi)
published in The Lancet. The article, entitled “Ef-
ficacy and safety of intermittent preventive treat-
ment with sulfadoxine-pyrimethamine for malaria in
African infants: a pooled analysis of six randomised,
placebo-controlled trials”, is based on the research
conducted by Dr. Aponte during his doctoral studies.

Last but not least, the Spanish Epidemiology
Society awarded the “Enrique Najera’ award for a
young epidemiologist to CRESIB researcher Dr. Al-
berto Garcia-Basteiro for his protocol “Infant mor-
tality and morbidity associated with prematurity
and intrauterine growth retardation in Mozambique:
a retrospective cohort study".
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WOMEN SCIENTISTS
WORKING TO PREVENT
WOMEN'S DEATHS IN
AFRICA

YO DONA magazine, distributed by two main
Spanish newspapers: £/ Mundo and EI Periddico de
Catalufia, travelled to Manhica, Mozambique, to see
firsthand the work that professor Clara Menéndez
and her team are conducting in maternal, infant and
reproductive health in Africa.

The article published highlighted the important role
that women scientists play in saving the lives of

pregnant women in Africa. The article focused on

the MIPPAD project (Malaria in Pregnancy Preven-
tion Alternative Drugs) that started in 2007 and
aims to develop new anti-malarial drugs in preg-

nancy prevention, promote European and African

research collaboration and strengthen the research

capacity of African institutions.
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